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Benefits of Underwriting
Underwriting is a smart, effective use of marketing, 
promotion, or public relations dollars for long-term 
positioning and top-of-mind awareness. You’ll reach 
desirable demographics, heighten public awareness, 
and help cultivate a positive image through your 
association with WTIP’s well-regarded programming.

As a WTIP underwriter, you will:
Receive effective marketing 
National studies have shown that listeners not only have 
a more positive image of a business that underwrites 
on public radio; they are also more likely to purchase 
services from that company.  WTIP’s listeners confirm 
this finding: over 70% say they are more likely to 
patronize a business that is a WTIP underwriter.

Reach an attentive audience
Compared to commercial radio, public radio has fewer 
and shorter breaks, which reduces clutter and allows 
your message to reach the audience.  Studies confirm 
that listeners pay more attention to an underwriting 
credit on public radio than they do to an advertisement 
on commercial radio.  Over 90% of WTIP’s listeners 
say they respond positively to underwriting messages.

Benefit from the Halo Effect
When your messages align with WTIP’s programming 
values, simply by being on the air you will achieve 
what we know as the “halo effect.”  This halo effect 
creates the ultimate connection between you and 
WTIP’s listeners.

Receive online identification
In addition to on-air messages, underwriters are listed 
on the WTIP website with a link to their website.

Earn tax-deductions
Underwriting can provide a significant tax break for 
an underwriter. 

Underwriting Levels
As a programming underwriter, your message will rotate 
during WTIP’s local programming schedule. The following 
chart outlines many of the possible options for airing your 
business’ message. For example, at Level F ($75/mo.) your 
announcement would be read two times during every week 
for the period of one year.  

Level
of Support

Messages
per Week

Yearly 
Commitment

Level A 10 $4,080 - $340/mo.

Level B 8 $3,500 - $292/mo.

Level C 6 $2,600 - $217/mo

Level D 4 $1,750 - $146/mo.

Level E 3 $1,300 - $109/mo.

Level F 2  $900 - $75/mo.

Level G 1  $485 - $41/mo.

Please note: WTIP is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, 
and so all underwriting payments may be deducted as a 
charitable contribution or as a business expense. As always, 
please consult your tax advisor.

As an Underwriter you will join over 140+ businesses in 
supporting local programming that offers listeners local 
and regional news, information about area events and 

activities, emergency announcements, local sports coverage 
and a variety of  music and entertainment.

1. Your underwriting message is tailored specifically 
to describe your business or organization. 

2. Messages are approximately 10-15 seconds 
in length, and the description may include the 
following:
• business or organization name
• contact information
• value-neutral description of products and 

services 
• historical information, such as the length of time 
your business/organization has served the area

3. Messages are read live on air.

4. Underwriting messages are regulated by the 
FCC.  Their guidelines state that the messages 
may not include promotional, comparative or 
qualitative language, price information, or calls 
to action.
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